Christmas services in our Benefice
Wed 13 December, 6.30pm Elmore: Brownies and Guides carols
Thurs 14 Dec, Hardwicke, 7.30pm Carols and readings
Fri 15™, 7.30pm Carols at St Nicholas Court
Sunday 17, 4pm Hunts Grove school, carol service
6.30pm Elmore: nine Lessons and Carols
Sat 23", 3pm Longney: Christingle
Sun 24%: 11am Hardwicke said Communion
4pm Hardwicke: Nativity and Crib service
11.15pm Longney, Midnight Mass
11.15pm Hardwicke, Midnight mass
Mon 25%™: 9.30am Elmore: Holy Communion
11am Hardwicke, All-age Holy Communion
No service on Wed 27 December
Sun 315, 1030am Longney: Benefice New Year service

YOUR PRAYERS PLEASE... for PEACE in Palestine and Israel, Ukraine,
Sudan, Haiti, Burkino-Faso, Niger, Mali.

..... for all refugees and asylum seekers, especially Rohingya Muslims in
Bangladesh, and those who have been kidnapped or taken hostage.
...Thank God for diplomats and peace-keepers.

...for the sick and struggling: Chris and Pam, Sean, Gail, Lesley, Tina, Beryl,
Mair, Marion, Philippa, Pauline, Eric

...... for Longney’s re-ordering now in progress, Hardwicke’s plans, EImore’s
organ replacement.

...... For Headteachers staff and pupils at Longney, Hardwicke and Hunts
Grove schools

....... for Jane Edwards in Mozambique. Her latest prayer letter is here:
1023-Edwards.pdf (bmsworldmission.org)

Jane will be speaking at the 11am service at Hardwicke on December 3™.

....... for Tim Fletcher Pioneer “Sportily” Minister, working on Hunts Grove.
Please use the Benefice Prayer diary. It is on our website

Benefice of
Hardwicke and EImore with Longney

www.hardwicke-elmore-longney.church
Priest-in-Charge Rev Richard Martin 01452 720015
vicar@hardwicke-elmore-longney.church
Assistant Priest Revd George Parfitt
Licenced Readers Pat Buckland, Judy Cheshire and Mike Williams
Authorised Leaders of Worship: Neil Hollis and Doff Stone.

Today Sunday 26 November (next before Advent, Christ the King)
9.30am Longney: Storyteller Holy Communion

1100 Hardwicke: Holy Communion

1230 Elmore: full peal of bells

4pm Elmore: Evening Worship

Readings Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24, Matthew 25: 31-end

Diary for Week beginning 26 November

Wed 29th 9.30am Hardwicke: Holy Communion

Sat 2 December — 10-12noon Longney advent Fair
10-30-2pm Hardwicke Christmas event

Next Sunday 3 December (Advent Sunday) YEAR B begins
9.30am Elmore: Holy Communion

1100 Hardwicke: Simply Worship Holy Communion, speaker Jane
Edwards

Readings Isaiah 64: 1-9, Mark 13: 24-end
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mailto:vicar@hardwicke-elmore-longney.church

Collect for the Sunday before Advent

Stir up, O Lord,

the wills of your faithful people;

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you be
plenteously rewarded;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings for 26 November

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

This is what the Sovereign LORD says: | myself will search for my

sheep and look after them. 2 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock
when he is with them, so will | look after my sheep. | will rescue them
from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and
darkness. "1 will bring them out from the nations and gather them from
the countries, and | will bring them into their own land. | will pasture
them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements
in the land. "1 will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in
good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. **1 myself will tend my sheep and make them lie
down, declares the Sovereign LORD. *®| will search for the lost and bring
back the strays. | will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but
the sleek and the strong | will destroy. | will shepherd the flock with
justice.

Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: see, | myself will
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 2! Because you shove
with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until
you have driven them away, # | will save my flock, and they will no longer
be plundered. | will judge between one sheep and another. 2 will place
over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he
will tend them and be their shepherd. ?*1 the LORD will be their God, and
my servant David will be prince among them. | the LORD have spoken.

Matthew 25: 31-end

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 3* He will put the sheep on his right
and the goats on his left.

3 'Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since
the creation of the world. ** For | was hungry and you gave me something
to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger
and you invited me in, 36| needed clothes and you clothed me, | was ill and
you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.”

37'Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 33 When did we
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe

you? **When did we see you ill or in prison and go to visit you?”

40'The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”

*1'Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. **For |
was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, **| was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed
clothes and you did not clothe me, | was ill and in prison and you did not
look after me.”

44 'They also will answer, “Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or needing clothes or ill or in prison, and did not help you?” #*'He
will reply, “Truly | tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of
these, you did not do for me.”

46 'Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to
eternal life.’



